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“On a certain evening, in 1971, Gaby Bustros and
her husband John Haines were promenading across
Martyrs' Square. The Square then had cafés, old
movie theaters, and a bustling array of people from
all over the world. There, they met a band of young
musicians on their way to India. As was the fashion
in those days, Lebanon was a mandatory stop on that
route, but this group was stranded in Beirut, lacking
the financial means to go on with their journey. Gaby
and John took them home, but after a while, they
asked for our help. Each one of us took a musician,
with Jack, the guitarist, staying with me. But the
musicians also took us into an enchanted world filled
with a valley with old trees, boulders, and a stream
that all hippies knew but we, the Lebanese, did not.
Together, we slept nights in the open air.

Jack stayed a while, playing all day, while | made
quite a lot of drawings of him playing, sometimes
trying to convey the music. These drawings, like
forgotten time, have been sleeping in my drawers
since. This summer, Christine Tohme discovered
them and decided to present them along with their
memories of pop music, carefree times, the sixties,
and starry nights.”
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Home Works 9: A Forum on Cultural Practices

Ashkal Alwan, The Lebanese Association for Plastic Arts
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‘ Arts & Cullure Association

Supporters

Andy Warhol Foundation, The Open Society Foundations, The Sigrid Rausing Trust, Foundation
for Arts Initiative, and others who wish to remain anonymous.
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